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THE LAZY SON!

How are you feeling this week?

Exhausted!?!

Why?

Well, where do | start? After a month of
waking up early for Selichot, two deep days in
prayer at Rosh Hashanah, ten days of repent-
ing followed by a beautiful fast on Yom
Kippur, a further few days building a Succah
and searching for that perfect Lulav and
Etrog, followed by seven days spent outdoors
living in a Succah, and two final days dancing
with all our energy for Simchat Torah!

Wow! What a manic two months!

So, what's next??

Shall we shut our eyes? Where are we
heading to now?

It's interesting to note that the next month
Cheshvan is void of any festivals.

After such commotion, we seem to be left
with a void. How are we to proceed after such
a successful run?

In life, we are faced with many challenges.
Sometimes, these challenges start small. We
garner the courage and outweigh these. We
can do it!

Yet at other times, we are faced by a barrage
of challenges one after the other, slowly
hitting us and eroding away at our faith.

It is at times like these that we need to dig
deep into our heap of faith, be strong and
face these challenges with a strong hand.
Our Parasha relates how the whole world
was flooded; only Noach, his immediate
family and the animals in the Ark survived.

It must have been tough, but Noach exits
from the Ark and aims to rebuild.

The Midrash Tanchuma explains that Noach

began and planted a grapevine. On a single
day it grew, he harvested it, crushed the
grapes, drank from it, got drunk and his
embarrassment was publicized.

The Torah relates that whilst his son Cham
took advantage of his father’s situation, his
other brothers Shem and Yefet came to his
father’s aid and covered his nakedness.
Eventually, when Noach sobered up, Cham
was cursed whilst Shem and Yefet were
blessed.

Interestingly, Shem received a bigger
blessing than Yefet.

Rashi, commenting on this narrative (9:23),
notes that the Torah describes Shem and
Yefet's response with the singular form
“Vayikach (not Vayikchu) Shem VaYefet Et
Hasimla”, indicating that one of the two
brothers played the primary role in this
Mitsva.

Citing the Midrash (Tanchuma 15, Bereishit
Rabba 36:6), Rashi explains that “Shem
exerted himself in the Mitsva more than
Yefet” Shem'’s greater role in this incident,
Rashi adds, is reflected in the eternal reward
granted to his descendants, Am Yisrael. We
are given the Mitsva of tzitzit — correspond-
ing to the garment used by Shem to cover his
father. The reward for Yefet, by contrast, was
the burial that the nation of Magog — who
descend from Yefet (10:2) — will receive in
the future (Yechezkel 39:11).  Shem’s
descendants received a greater reward
because Shem played a greater role in dress-
ing Noach.

Although Shem and Yefet seemed to act
similarly, yet at the end due to their exertion
of the action they both received different
rewards.

Sometimes, we perform Mitzvot with lacklus-
tre. We don't understand that the extra effort
that we put in could be the jackpot - it could
end up making all the difference.
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There is a fascinating story of a lazy
young man who grew up at home with
everything being prepared for him. He
never worked, always rising from his bed
at 2pm. His mother prepared him brunch
daily, catered and pampered him. Yet as
he grew older, his father was starting to
worry. “What is going to be with you?
How are you going to settle down, get
married? You need to go out into the real
world and work!”

The son, of course, took no notice until
one day, the father put his foot down.
“Son, if by tomorrow night you don't go
out to work and come back with at least
£20, | am throwing you out of this house.
No roof over your head and no food!”
The son knew that the father was
serious and that night went to sleep
worried.

He arose the next day at 2pm as usual.
Time was against him. He waded down
to the kitchen and begged his mother to
give him £20!

“Please mum! If you don't, dad will kick
me out. Give me £20! You don't have to
tell him, and | will pretend | worked”.
The mum had mercy on her child and

handed over £20.

That night, when the dad came back from
work, his son happily rushed to him with
£20.

The father looked at the money and tore it
up.

The son was startled, but didn't say
anything.

The father looked to his son and said,
“Tomorrow | want at least £20 or you are
out!”

The next day, the son found himself in the
same situation. He arose at 2pm, ran to
the kitchen, begged his mother and
received £20. That night, he handed it to
this father who again tore it up.

The third day, the son arose and ran to the
kitchen. “Mum! Did you tell dad that you
paid me £20?" asked the son.

The mother answered with an emphatic
“No”.

So why does he keep tearing it up, he
thought. Nevertheless he continued to
ask his mother for £20.

This time, however, the mother said that
she had run out of cash, and wouldn't be
able to help till next week.

He was in hysterics. Not knowing what to
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do, he ran to his local food store and
begged for the chance to perform some
cheap deliveries for them. They agreed
and that night he returned tired with £20.
He then handed it over to his father, who
proceeded to tear it up.

“DAD, DON'T DO THAT!” screamed the son.
The father now turned to his child and
said,” AHAH! Finally, NOW | know you
worked!”

On the first two occasions, the son never
worked for the money and didn't really
react when the father tore up the £20. Only
on the third occasion did he really react,
because it was only on that time that he
actually worked hard to gain the money.
Shem went out of his way, put in that extra
effort and was eternally rewarded.

We don't realise the reward for every small
action; were we to realise, our efforts
would change for ever.

This is the lesson that we can take as a
bridge from the busy Chagim we have
experienced to the seemingly empty
month of Cheshvan.

Over the past months, we have experi-
enced real energy. Now it's up to us to take
that energy and input it into our daily lives.
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T"D1

PARSHAT NOACH

In M2 nwaa we are introduced to Dnax
1R, the pipa says NN 71a Yy 100 non
"w0 DTWI 1IRA. AMNTHN YINA PAR - says
that 12 nn1an was thrown into the fire
for destroying his father’s mar nmay.

Rav Moshe Sternbuch asks, if oniax
12N was able to destroy all his fathers’
1t nmay and then willingly jump into
the fire as a punishment, an act that
required huge amounts of wai nvon,
why doesn't the nmn itself tell us about
it. Why is it only told to us in »"wn. The
act of way nron which 1»ar pmar
displayed in oTwa mx was seemingly
greater than that in the nTpy. It was
17ax onar  himself, with his own free
choice who decided to destroy the idols,
he himself was willing to take the risk
and be killed for it, compared to the
nTpy when he was commanded by n' to
offer up his son.

Rav Moshe Sternbuch explains that

there are times when n"s instruction
does not seem to make sense to us.
During those times it requires more
effort on our part to listen and carry out
what n' has commanded us. We see this
with the n .nmpy' had promised nnax
YT P NP2 pnxna o, ar “ and now He
is instructing 12ax nnnax to takepny up
to the mam as a j21p, how does this
make sense. Furthermore it was nniax
128 who taught the world that ' is the
source of mmm, yet the instruction of
the nTpy seems just the opposite 1'n
AR DMaR spent years teaching the
world that n' doesn't desire human
sacrifice, yet he was about to do just
that.

It is easy to see that from a human's
perspective, the instruction of the nTpy
does not make sense. Yet herein lies the
test, and this was where the most
amount of way nron was required. It
says “n "Drmawnn 'mawnn xOw's
thoughts are not like our thoughts. The
act of way nron in »TwW3 N made

complete sense t0 12X DNNAR, it was
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obvious what was required if him and yes
it demanded some effort. However the
very fact that the nTpy seemed to contra-
dict everything that n' had personified up
until now, the very fact that it seemingly
did not make intellectual sense is what
made it so great an act. That is why it
required so much more wai nron.

My grandparents were Holocaust
survivors who miraculously came
through the war with their nxm» intact.
Even after this, they found themselves
trapped behind the iron curtain during a
time in history when people unfortunately
worked on Shabbos, for if not they would
be without a job. My grandfather n'a had
the strength to withstand this huge test
and never worked on Shabbos knowing
that he was risking his income and
livelihood. He never questioned or
doubled guessed what was required of
him and remained steadfast in his
service of Hashem.

Good Shabbos
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Until when will You forget me..until when will You hide your face from me?

701

SEEING BUT NOT
BEING SEEN

Donny was envied by his friends. His
father was a successful architect and his
mother a high flying banker. He would
arrive at social gatherings with all of the
latest electronic gadgets, sporting
top-branded clothing and footwear. He
noted and appreciated his parent’s gener-
osity as he visited a new exotic location
every chag. One thing that niggled him
however was the fact then when he
wanted to discuss his day in school with
his mother, or any other issue of concern
she seemed to look at him absent-mind-
edly, her face a classic case of “The
lights are on, but no one's at home".
Occasionally Donny would stay out until
late together with his friends and he
would update his parents as to where he
was and when he would get home. He
would hear his friends on the phone
discreetly negotiating another half an

hour or hour of fun with their parents and
he would likewise contact his mother. But
instead of putting up any resistance to his
request to come home at 2AM she
seemed to acquiesce almost unthinkingly.
Whilst Donny was happy to stay out late,
he felt a twinge of disappointment that his
mother had at least not pretended to put
up a fight.

King David opens up with a plea

“How long, O’ G-d ; will You forget me
forever? How long will You hide Your face
from me?” (1;1)

What is the difference between Hashem
“forgetting” a person on the one hand and
“Hiding His face” on the other?

The Malbim explains that the former is
considerably more serious than the latter.
It is possible for a person to sin greatly
(heaven forbid) and thereby cause
Hashem to “disown” him (as it were). The
fortunes of this individual become
dependent on the workings of cause and
effect and Hashem removes his interest
and involvement from his life. Where the
sin transgressed is of a lesser nature the

individual may be punished severely, but
that punishment is orchestrated directly
by Hashem. Despite the fact that He
“hides His face”. Hashem remains greatly
interested in this individual and therefore
He continues to “see but not be seen”.
Those people or events which harm the
individual concerned are but agents of
Hashem although he does not perceive
immediately who is behind his downturn
in fortune.

0N 21272 1102 °YAI2 NIXY MYR NIRTY
“Until when will | offer advice to my soul,
despair in my heart during the day?” (1;2)
With regard to the one who has been cast
away by Hashem, King David describes
how such a person may experience great
success, but nevertheless something is
not quite right. Although his life - on the
face of it - looks to be a happy one
(compared, in the above verse, to the
“day”), his soul feels desperately sad and
lacking. He may not consciously be aware
of his sorrow but his soul is fully aware of
the problem and seeks to return him to the
correct path.

HALACHOT BY RABBI ELI MANSOUR

May a Child Recite Birkot Ha'Torah for an Adult?

The obligation of Hinuch (education)
requires parents to train their children in
Misva observance. While children are
themselves not under any obligation to
observe Misvot, the Sages enacted that
parents must see to it that their children
perform Misvot to prepare them for a life
of religious commitment.

The question arises whether a youngster,
who has yet to reach the age of Misva
obligation, may recite a required blessing
— such as Birkot Ha'Torah — on behalf of
an adult. For example, if a man feels
unwell, and prefers listening to Birkot
HaTorah rather than reciting it himself,
can he ask his son — who has yet to reach
the age of Bar-Misva — to recite the
Beracha on his behalf?

According to some opinions, as we have
seen in earlier installments, the recitation

of Birkot Ha'Torah constitutes a Torah
obligation. It is clear that this view would
not allow a youngster — whose Misva
obligation was instituted by the Rabbis —
to recite the Beracha on behalf of an
adult. There is a well-established Halach-
ic principle that a person cannot fulfill an
obligation by listening to somebody with a
lower level of obligation, and therefore, if
reciting Birkot Ha'Torah is required on the
level of Torah law, it goes without saying
that listening to a youngster's recitation
does not satisfy one's obligation.

In truth, however, this is the Halacha even
according to the other view, that the
obligation of Birkot Ha'Torah - like the
recitation of virtually all other Berachot —
was instituted by the Sages. Normally,
one who is obligated Mi'de'rabbanan (by
force of Rabbinic enactment) is allowed
to fulfill the obligation on behalf of some-
body on the same level of obligation. The
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case of a minor, however, is one of "Tereh
De'rabbanan" — meaning, where two
Rabbinic obligations are at play. The
obligation of Birkot Ha'Torah to begin with
is Mi'de'rabbanan (according to some
opinions, as mentioned), and, as a minor,
the child is required to recite these
blessings only by virtue of his father's
rabbinic obligation to train him in Misva
observance. This makes the child's
requirement a lower-level obligation than
the adult's direct obligation to recite
Birkot Ha'Torah, and so an adult cannot
fulfill this requirement by listening to a
child's recitation of Birkot Ha'Torah.

Summary: Although youngsters below the
age of Bar-Misva must be trained to recite
Birkot Ha'Torah due to the obligation of
Hinuch (training in Misva observance), an
adult cannot fulfill his obligation of Birkot
Ha'Torah by listening to a minor's recita-
tion of these blessings.
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WEEKLY PARSHA OVERVIEW

Parshat Noach

T"D1

It is now ten generations since the creation
of the first man. Adam'’s descendants have
corrupted the world with immorality, idolatry
and robbery, and Hashem resolves to bring
a flood which will destroy all the earth's
inhabitants except for the righteous Noach,
his family and sufficient animals to re-popu-
late the world. Hashem instructs Noach to
build an ark in which to escape the flood.
After forty days and nights, the flood covers
the entire earth, including the tops of the
highest mountains. After 150 days the
water begins to recede. On the 17th day of
the 7th month, this ark comes to rest on
Mount Ararat. Noach sends forth a raven
and then a dove to ascertain if the waters
have abated. The dove returns. A week later,
Noach again sends the dove, which returns
the same evening with an olive leaf in its

1. Which particular sin sealed the fate of the flood

generation?

beak. After seven more days, Noach once
again sends forth the dove, which this
time does not return. Hashem tells Noach
and his family to leave the ark. Noach
brings offerings to Hashem from the
animals which were carried in the ark for
this purpose. Hashem vows never again to
flood the entire world and gives the
rainbow as a sign of this covenant.

Noach and his descendants are now
permitted to eat meat, unlike Adam.
Hashem commands the Seven Universal
Laws: The prohibitions against idolatry,
adultery, theft, blasphemy, murder and
eating the meat of a living animal, and the
obligation to set up a legal system. The
world's climate is established as we know
it today.

Noach plants a vineyard and becomes

intoxicated from its produce. Ham, one of
Noach's sons, delights in seeing his father
drunk and uncovered. Shem and Yefet,
however, manage to cover their father
without looking at his nakedness, by
walking backwards. For this incident,
Canaan is cursed to be a slave. The Torah
lists the offspring of Noach's three sons
from whom the seventy nations of the
world are descended.

The Torah records the incident of the
Tower of Bavel, which results in Hashem
fragmenting communication into many
languages and the dispersal of the nations
throughout the world. The Torah portion
concludes with the genealogy from Noach
to Avram.

Rabbi Sinclair,
Seasonsofthemoon.com
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Why did Hashem tell Noach to build an ark, as
opposed to saving him via some other method?

The ark had three levels. What function did each level
serve?

What indication do we have that Noach was familiar
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with the Torah?

5.  Why did Hashem postpone bringing the flood for

seven dayS? '/fjaqqoa_ £1:9 'l
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